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Abstract: Digital abuse can adversely affect the well-being and safety of children in this
information age. In response, Saudi Arabia has developed legal protection and enforcement
mechanisms to safeguard children. Utilizing a doctrinal legal approach, this study examines these
mechanisms vis-a-vis three forms of digital abuse: psychological, sexual, and privacy. The study
shows that Saudi Arabia has a multi-layered legal and institutional framework consisting of laws,
regulations, and helplines (rather than a single law) to protect children and enforce legal and
criminal accountability (via fines and/ or imprisonment). This framework includes the Child
Protection Law (2014) and its Executive Regulations (2023), the Anti-Cyber Crime Law (2007),
the Anti-Harassment Law (2018), the Personal Data Protection Law (2021), the MHRSD helpline
1919, and the NFSP child helpline 116111. The study reveals how the Saudi legal and institutional
mechanisms collectively operate to protect children against abuse in the evolving digital
environment. The findings can help Saudi policymakers, authorities, and stakeholders better
understand and apply the mechanisms for addressing digital child abuse in Saudi Arabia.

Keywords: child protection, digital child abuse, enforcement mechanism, legal framework, legal
protection, Saudi Arabia

INTRODUCTION

In this information age, digital systems have become vital for communication, education,
entertainment, and social interactions. Children increasingly use these systems (such as social
media apps, gaming platforms, messaging services, Al technologies, etc.) for entertainment, social
communication, and academic activities (Al Ghamdi, 2025). These systems provide certain
advantages but also expose the impressionable minds of children to new forms of abuse (especially
digital abuse), which previous generations had not experienced to the same extent (Odgers &
Jensen, 2020). The growing use of social media has also exposed children to security risks and
digital abuse (Singh, 2017). Digital abuse can affect the psychological well-being of children
(Hamm et al., 2015) and threaten their personal and sexual safety (Fry et al., 2025). Therefore,
nations need to develop legal protection and enforcement mechanisms to safeguard their children
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(Al Faryan et al., 2019; Pandey et al., 2017; Singh, 2016). This is especially important in countries
with a young population, such as Saudi Arabia (Salam, 2023). Therefore, this research examines
the phenomenon of digital child abuse in the context of Saudi Arabia. It also examines the legal
protection and enforcement mechanisms available in Saudi Arabia to protect children from digital
abuse.

Digital abuse can take different forms and can affect children's well-being and safety differently.
Digital psychological abuse is one form, which means threatening, insulting, humiliating, or
bullying a child online (Gohal et al., 2023). Digital sexual abuse and exploitation is another form,
which includes online sexual messaging, grooming, blackmailing, requesting and/ or sending
explicit content involving children (Fry et al., 2025). Finally, digital privacy abuse is another
prominent form, which entails using, morphing, or sharing children’s photos, videos, and/ or
sensitive personal or identity information in a harmful manner (Alashwali & Alashwali, 2022;
Singh, 2018; Stoilova et al., 2021). These three prominent forms of digital abuse can have a
detrimental effect on the children’s psychology, identity, and self-image. Therefore, there should
be appropriate legal protection and enforcement mechanisms in countries like Saudi Arabia to
adequately protect the nation’s future.

In Saudi Arabia, there are several connected laws (rather than a single law) to protect children from
digital abuse (Alshammari & Singh, 2018). This Saudi legal framework also provides enforcement
mechanisms and criminal accountability provisions to protect children (Singh & Alshammari,
2020). The Child Protection Law (2014) and its Executive Regulations (2023) provide general
child protection provisions (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 2014; Ministry of Human Resources and
Social Development, 2023). The Anti-Cyber Crime Law (2007) contains provisions against online
offenses and provides penalties (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 2007). The Anti-Harassment Law
(2018) contains provisions to protect against online sexual harassment and provides penalties for
harassing children (Naji, 2025; Saudipedia, 2023). The Personal Data Protection Law (2021)
contains provisions related to the collection, processing, use, and disclosure of personal data to
protect privacy, including children’s personal data (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 2021). These Saudi
laws and regulations include provisions to protect children, report incidents, conduct
investigations, prosecute offenders, and rehabilitate victims, reflecting the broader importance of
institutional reporting mechanisms (Alhamad & Singh, 2022). There are also reporting and support
channels under the Saudi legal framework, such as the Ministry of Human Resources and Social
Development (MHRSD) Domestic Violence Reporting Center (Ministry of Human Resources and
Social Development, 2026) and the National Family Safety Program Child Helpline (Saudi Press
Agency, 2022). These channels help enforce the Saudi legal and institutional framework for
protecting children effectively in practice.

Prior research in Saudi Arabia has either focused on individual digital harms, specific online
offenses, or specific cyber laws (Alshammari & Singh, 2018; Singh & Alshammari, 2020).
Previous research conducted in Saudi Arabia related to children has examined cyberbullying,
online harassment, online abuse, and online protection laws (Alashwali & Alashwali, 2022; Al
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Ghamdi, 2025; Gohal et al., 2023; Naji, 2025). There is a dearth of comprehensive research in
Saudi Arabia that has examined various forms of digital abuse against children along with legal
protection and enforcement mechanisms. This study aims to fill this research gap by examining
the three types of digital abuse (psychological, sexual, and privacy) along with Saudi legal
protection and enforcement mechanisms to protect children. The current research focuses on
children below 18 years, as this aligns with the definition of a child in the Child Protection Law
(2014) (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 2014). The study utilizes a doctrinal examination of Saudi laws,
regulations, and related enforcement mechanisms. Consequently, this study intends to answer the
following research questions:

RQ1: What legal protections does the Saudi legal framework provide to protect children against
three forms of digital abuse (psychological, sexual, and privacy)?

RQ2: What enforcement mechanisms support the implementation of the legal framework for child
protection against digital abuse in Saudi Arabia?

The rest of the research is organized as follows. Section 2 presents a thorough review of the
literature for this study. Section 3 deals with the research methodology. Section 4 is dedicated to
the legal analysis and discussion. Section 5 presents the conclusions and recommendations of this
study.

LITERATURE REVIEW

This section presents a literature review of the phenomenon of digital abuse of children with
particular reference to Saudi Arabia. This study examines three broad forms of digital abuse:
psychological, sexual, and privacy. Section 2.1 presents digital psychological abuse. Digital sexual
abuse is presented in Section 2.2. Section 2.3 is dedicated to digital privacy abuse. Furthermore,
Section 2.4 presents the legal protection and enforcement mechanisms to protect children from
digital abuse in Saudi Arabia.

Digital Psychological Abuse

Digital psychological abuse for children uses online tools, devices, and platforms to threaten,
insult, humiliate, or bully a child online (Gohal et al., 2023). Cyberbullying is the most researched
form of psychological abuse (Lee et al., 2026; Zhu et al., 2021). However, this study employs the
broader term because psychological abuse can go beyond cyberbullying to include isolated threats,
intimidation, humiliation, or harassment. Digital psychological abuse can intensify harm as the
victim can be reached at any time or place. Further, the offender may remain anonymous and hard
to trace. The abusive content can also spread rapidly to a large audience in a short time, which has
a detrimental effect on the psychology of children (Li & Hesketh, 2021; Zhu et al., 2021).

Children may suffer several negative effects due to digital psychological abuse. There are
immediate emotional effects that negatively affect their self-esteem and lead to embarrassment
(Hamm et al., 2015). Al Ghamdi's (2025) Saudi study identified social and emotional risks (such
as fear, isolation, harassment, and embarrassment) caused by digital psychological abuse (such as
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cyberbullying). According to Hu et al.'s (2021) meta-analysis, digital psychological abuse (like
cyberbullying) is associated with depression among adolescents, which suggests negative mental
health effects. There are also functional and behavioral effects that lead to poor school attendance
and academic performance. Gohal et al. (2023) conducted research in the Jazan region of Saudi
Arabia and reported that cyberbullying was linked to considering school leaving, study disruptions,
and possible self-harm. As per Alfakeh et al.’s (2021) study, Saudi parents perceived digital abuse
(like cyberbullying) as harmful to their children. Considering the seriousness of digital
psychological abuse, it cannot be treated as merely inappropriate online behavior, and it is
important to have legal protection and enforcement mechanisms to safeguard the children.

Digital Sexual Abuse

Digital sexual abuse for children includes online sexual messaging, grooming, blackmailing,
requesting and/ or sending explicit content (Fry et al., 2025). Digital sexual abuse could involve
content-based abuse, image-based abuse, and include sexual extortion. Content-based abuse may
include deception and flattery to gain trust and develop intimacy, sexual solicitation, grooming,
and coercive sexual communications (Whittle et al., 2013). Image-based abuse may include
requesting, producing, recording, manipulating, and/ or sharing sexual images of children
(Finkelhor et al., 2023). Sexual extortion is a form of blackmail in which money, sexual acts, or
further images could be demanded by threatening to disclose sexual images (Fry et al., 2025).
Digital technology intensifies sexual abuse as sensitive content involving children could be
distributed online rapidly and spread to a wide audience. The content can be easily copied, stored,
and redistributed, which could lead to repeated victimization of children (Finkelhor et al., 2023;
Whittle et al., 2013).

Digital sexual abuse could lead to adverse effects on children. According to a systematic review
by Page et al. (2025), children could experience anxiety, depression, social isolation, and lack of
trust in others due to digital sexual abuse. The repeated circulation of sensitive images online could
have a chilling effect on the children’s psychology and could lead to fear, humiliation, and
victimization (Finkelhor et al., 2023; Page et al., 2025). Further, the blackmail and grooming of
children discourage disclosure because they could fear social stigma related to disclosure (Whittle
et al., 2013). According to a study conducted by Al Ghamdi (2025) in Saudi Arabia, digital sexual
abuse was associated with feelings of deception and exploitation among children and their parents.
Naji's (2025) study in Saudi Arabia examined Saudi legislative treatment of digital harassment of
children. However, the extant Saudi literature on digital sexual abuse has not fully explored the
various aspects of digital sexual abuse, such as grooming, sextortion, and repeated online
circulation. Therefore, there is a need to examine the Saudi legal framework vis-a-vis the various
facets of digital sexual abuse.

Digital Privacy Abuse

Digital privacy abuse includes using, morphing, or sharing children’s photos, videos, and/ or
sensitive personal or identity information in a harmful manner (Alashwali & Alashwali, 2022;
Stoilova et al., 2021). Digital privacy abuse could involve unauthorized image/content use,
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personal data misuse, and unauthorized data collection and tracking. Unauthorized image/content
use could involve copying, morphing, or distributing children’s images and videos illegally (Bunn,
2021). Personal data misuse could involve misusing names, addresses, mobile numbers, identity
documents, or social media information to cause harm to children (Stoilova et al., 2021).
Unauthorized data collection and tracking involve access and use of children’s location, camera,
microphone, and contacts by apps, which can be abused by anti-social elements (Alashwali &
Alashwali, 2022; Stoilova et al., 2021). Digital technology intensifies the abuse of children's
privacy, as sensitive personal information and documents could be hacked by anti-social elements
and misused for personal benefit.

Digital privacy abuse could have a detrimental effect on children, including loss of dignity,
embarrassment, and a lack of trust in systems (Bunn, 2021; Stoilova et al., 2021). Alqahtani et al.
(2017) conducted an investigative study in Saudi Arabia that found parent’s concern about the
protection of their children’s privacy in the digital world, but frequently lacked a clear strategy
about how to reduce those risks. Al-Naim and Hasan's (2018) study reported that some Saudi
parents employ technical mediation tools to monitor their children online out of privacy concerns.
According to Alashwali and Alashwali's (2022) study, Saudi parents have privacy concerns about
the use of smart device apps, as they fear these apps could compromise their children's sensitive
information. Al Ghamdi's (2025) study in Saudi Arabia also supported parents' concerns about
their children’s privacy in the online world. These Saudi studies show significant parental concern
about children’s privacy in the digital world, but the risks extend beyond privacy and include
misuse of images/videos, personal data misuse, and tracking. Therefore, the Saudi legal framework
should be examined vis-a-vis the various facets of digital privacy abuse.

Legal Protection and Enforcement Mechanisms

Digital technologies bring psychological, sexual, and privacy risks for children. Thus, it is
important for the legal framework of a country like Saudi Arabia to identify potential digital risks,
establish criminal accountability, and impose penalties to protect children. The Saudi legal
framework to protect children encompasses several interconnected laws and regulations. The Child
Protection Law (2014) provides general protection against psychological and sexual abuse of
children and addresses threats to their safety (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 2014). According to
Almuneef et al.’s (2026) study, the implementation of the Child Protection Law (2014) led to a 7-
fold increase in the reporting of child maltreatment incidents as compared to the pre-law period.
The Executive Regulations (2023) under the Child Protection Law provide operational procedures
for handling digital abuse cases, reporting, coordination, and victim support (Ministry of Human
Resources and Social Development, 2023). Owaidah et al. (2022) reported some implementation
issues in these Saudi regulations, as a lack of knowledge and experience hampered their effective
use. The Anti-Cyber Crime Law (2007) covers issues like blackmail, invasion of privacy,
defamation, and exploitation of children. Nusairat (2023) examined criminal accountability under
the Anti-Cyber Crime Law (2007) regarding the exploitation of children using electronic means.
The Anti-Harassment Law (2018) encompasses harassment through electronic means and provides
enhanced penalties if the victim is a minor (Naji, 2025; Saudipedia, 2023). Naji’s (2025) study
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examined the Anti-Harassment Law (2018) regarding the online harassment of minors and
highlighted challenges related to evidence and reporting. The Saudi Personal Data Protection Law
(2021) aims to protect individual privacy and includes provisions related to the unauthorized
collection, processing, and distribution of personal data, including children's data (Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, 2021). Bamashmoos (2024) examined the consent requirements in the Saudi
Personal Data Protection Law (2021) for the collection and processing of data, along with limits
on unnecessary or coercive data collection.

Along with the legislative framework, it is important for Saudi Arabia to have an enforcement
mechanism (via case reporting, assessment, referral, investigation, prosecution, and victim
support). In Saudi Arabia, there are also reporting and support channels that enable the
enforcement of legal protections for children. The MHRSD operates the Domestic Violence
Reporting Center, which can be called at 1919 (Ministry of Human Resources and Social
Development, 2026). 1919 receives the case reports, assesses their seriousness, and refers them to
protection units or security agencies. The National Family Safety Program (NFSP) child helpline
is available by calling 116111 (Saudi Press Agency, 2022). 116111 provides children with advice
and support, and also refers them to relevant authorities. Al-Eissa (2019) reported in a Saudi study
that nearly half of surveyed adolescents indicated willingness to use a child helpline. It is also
important to have coordination among various enforcement units (such as MHRSD, police,
prosecution, advice and support units, and judicial authorities) to close the loop from reporting to
victim support. Al-Eissa et al.’s (2018) study on youth views in Saudi Arabia about child
protection enforcement mechanisms cautioned against delayed support responses and ineffective
reporting channels.

METHODOLOGY

This study adopts a doctrinal legal approach to examine Saudi laws, regulations, and related
enforcement mechanisms for the protection of children. This approach is used because it supports
systematic analysis of legislation, regulations, principles, and other legal materials (Hutchinson &
Duncan, 2012; McConville & Chui, 2017). The legal framework and enforcement mechanisms
examined in this study include the Child Protection Law (2014), Executive Regulations (2023)
under the Child Protection Law, Anti-Cyber Crime Law (2007), Anti-Harassment Law (2018),
Personal Data Protection Law (2021), MHRSD helpline 1919, and NFSP child helpline 116111.
These instruments and mechanisms were selected as they address children’s digital abuse
(psychological, sexual, and privacy). The analysis was done in two stages. In the first stage, we
examined the legal and regulatory provisions that deal with digital abuse (psychological, sexual,
and privacy) of children in Saudi Arabia. Subsequently, we examined the enforcement mechanisms
related to reporting, investigation, prosecution, penalties, institutional coordination, and support
for children in digital abuse cases.
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LEGAL ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

Section 4.1 presents the doctrinal legal analysis of the legal framework in Saudi Arabia, which
helps to prevent three forms of digital abuse (psychological, sexual, and privacy) (RQ1). Further,
the section also discusses these legal protections vis-a-vis the extant literature. Section 4.2 presents
the enforcement mechanisms that support the implementation of the legal framework for child
protection against digital abuse in Saudi Arabia (RQ2). This section also discusses these
enforcement mechanisms with reference to the extant literature.

Legal Protections against Digital Child Abuse
This section addresses the RQ1 related to the Saudi legal protections against three forms of digital
abuse (psychological, sexual, and privacy). Table 1 presents the relevant laws and regulations.

Psychological Child Abuse

The Child Protection Law (2014), its Executive Regulations (2023), and the Anti-Cyber Crime
Law (2007) collectively endeavor to prevent digital psychological abuse of children (Table 1).
Article 1(2) of the Child Protection Law (2014) defines psychological abuse as maltreatment
causing psychological or health harm (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 2014). Article 3(9) of the Child
Protection Law (2014) treats humiliating or degrading language as abuse; Article 3(14) treats
threats to psychological well-being as abuse; and Article 6 seeks to provide general protection
against abuse (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 2014). Executive Regulations (2023) of the Child
Protection Law define a threat of harm as an act or statement that causes fear of intended harm
(Ministry of Human Resources and Social Development, 2023). Article 3(15) of Executive
Regulations (2023) seeks to protect against repeated psychological abuse, whereas Article 3(16)
seeks to protect against harmful or age-inappropriate material (Ministry of Human Resources and
Social Development, 2023). Article 3(2) of the Anti-Cyber Crime Law (2007) aims to protect
against threats or blackmail due to unauthorized access, whereas Article 3(5) deals with defamation
or harm due to misuse of information technology devices. Both articles impose up to 1 year
imprisonment and/or a SAR 500,000 fine (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 2007).

Saudi legal framework regarding digital psychological abuse of children broadly covers the issues
identified in the literature, such as threats, humiliation, harassment, and harm of children (while
cyberbullying may fall within these protections) (Gohal et al., 2023; Zhu et al., 2021). The
literature focuses on cyberbullying as a prominent form of psychological abuse (Lee et al., 2026;
Zhu et al., 2021), whereas the Saudi legal framework covers various forms of psychological abuse.
The protections in the Saudi legal framework align with the forms of digital psychological abuse
identified in the literature related to Saudi Arabia (Alfakeh et al., 2021; Al Ghamdi, 2025; Gohal
etal., 2023).
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Sexual Child Abuse

The Child Protection Law (2014), its Executive Regulations (2023), the Anti-Cyber Crime Law
(2007), and the Anti-Harassment Law (2018) collectively aim to prevent digital sexual abuse of
children (Table 1). Article 1(2) of the Child Protection Law (2014) defines sexual abuse as any
sexual assault, harm, or exploitation (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 2014). Article 3(7) of the Child
Protection Law (2014) treats sexual harassment or exploitation as abuse; Article 3(10) treats
obscene or age-inappropriate behavior as abuse; and Article 9 prohibits sexual exploitation of
children (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 2014). Article 1(9) of Executive Regulations (2023) defines
sexual exploitation as prostitution or unlawful sexual acts involving a child (with or without
consent) (Ministry of Human Resources and Social Development, 2023). Article 1(30) of
Executive Regulations (2023) defines sexual harassment as sexual activities and exposure/
production/ distribution of pornographic materials (Ministry of Human Resources and Social
Development, 2023). Article 3(7) of Executive Regulations (2023) classifies sexual exploitation
or harassment as child abuse or neglect, whereas Article 3(13) requires authorities to make
arrangements to protect children from sexual exploitation (Ministry of Human Resources and
Social Development, 2023). Article 3(2) of the Anti-Cyber Crime Law (2007) contains provisions
to protect against threats or blackmail (including sextortion) via unlawful computer access and
imposes up to 1 year imprisonment and/or a SAR 500,000 fine (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 2007).
Article 6(3) of the Anti-Cyber Crime Law (2007) prohibits preparing, publishing or promoting
pornographic materials and imposes up to 5 years imprisonment and/or a SAR 3 million fine
(Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 2007). Article 8(3) of the Anti-Cyber Crime Law (2007) requires at
least half the maximum punishment when minors are lured or exploited (e.g., sexually) using
cybercrimes (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 2007). Article 1 of the Anti-Harassment Law (2018)
defines sexual harassment through any means, including modern technology, whereas Article
6(2)(a) provides imprisonment of up to 5 years and/or a fine of 300,000 when the victim is a child
(Saudipedia, 2023).

Saudi legal framework regarding digital sexual abuse of children covers several issues identified
in the literature, such as sexual exploitation, harassment, sextortion, luring minors, pornographic
materials, etc. (Fry et al., 2025; Whittle et al., 2013). Literature also identifies image-based sexual
abuse, which is covered by the Saudi legal framework through protection against pornographic
materials abuse (Finkelhor et al., 2023). The literature identifies issues such as online grooming
and image manipulation (Finkelhor et al., 2023; Whittle et al., 2013) that may not be specifically
covered in the Saudi legal framework, although broader protections in the legal framework apply
in such cases. Broadly, the protections available in the Saudi legal framework correspond with the
forms of digital sexual abuse identified in the literature related to Saudi Arabia (Al Ghamdi, 2025;
Naji, 2025).

Privacy Child Abuse

The Anti-Cyber Crime Law (2007) and the Personal Data Protection Law (2021) collectively aim
to prevent the digital abuse of children's privacy (Table 1). Article 3(1) of the Anti-Cyber Crime
Law (2007) imposes up to 1 year imprisonment and/or a SAR 500,000 fine for unauthorized data
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interception of people (including children); Article 5(1) imposes up to 4 years imprisonment and/or
a SAR 3 million fine for unauthorized access related to leakage or redistribution of private data;
whereas Article 6(1) imposes up to 5 years imprisonment and/or a SAR 3 million fine for
producing, transmitting, or storing digital materials that infringes privacy of people (including
children) (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 2007). Article 5 of the Personal Data Protection Law (2021)
requires consent (including legal guardians) for processing personal data; Article 10 requires the
personal data to be used only for the stated purpose; Article 11 prevents unnecessary, unauthorized,
and excessive data collection (especially private); whereas Article 15 prevents unauthorized
disclosure or sharing of personal data (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 2021).

Saudi legal framework regarding digital privacy abuse of children covers several issues identified
in the literature, such as unauthorized access, collection, use, disclosure, and distribution of
personal data (Alashwali & Alashwali, 2022; Stoilova et al., 2021). The literature also identifies
issues such as misuse of children’s photos/videos and unauthorized tracking by digital means
(Alashwali & Alashwali, 2022; Bunn, 2021), which may not always be expressly identified as
privacy abuses in the Saudi legal framework; however, broader privacy and data protection
protections apply in such cases. Broadly, the protections available in the Saudi legal framework
align with the forms of digital privacy abuse identified in the literature related to Saudi Arabia
(Alashwali & Alashwali, 2022; Algahtani et al., 2017).

Table 1: Legal Protections against Digital Abuse of Children in Saudi Arabia
Form of Law / Regulation Specific Provision and Legal Effect
Digital Abuse
Psychological | Child Protection Law (2014) | Art. 1(2): Defines psychological abuse.
Art. 3(9): Humiliating or degrading language.
Art. 3(14): Threats to psychological well-
being.
Art. 6: Protection from all forms of abuse.
Executive Regulations (2023) | Art. 1(6): Defines threats of harm.
Art. 3.15: Repeated verbal or psychological

abuse.
Art. 3.16: Harmful or age-inappropriate
material.

Anti-Cyber Crime  Law | Art. 3(2): Threats or blackmail after

(2007) unauthorized access (up to 1 year/SAR
500,000).
Art. 3(5): Online defamation or harm (up to 1
year/SAR 500,000).

Sexual Child Protection Law (2014) | Art. 1(2): Defines sexual abuse.

Art. 3(7): Sexual harassment or exploitation.
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Form of
Digital Abuse

Law / Regulation

Specific Provision and Legal Effect

Art. 3(10): Obscene or age-inappropriate
scenes.

Art. 9: Prohibits sexual exploitation.

Executive Regulations (2023)

Art. 1(9): Defines sexual exploitation.

Art. 1(30): Defines sexual harassment and
pornographic use of children.

Art. 3(7): Sexual exploitation/harassment as
abuse/neglect.

Art. 3(13): Requires authorities to protect
children from sexual exploitation.

Anti-Cyber
(2007)

Crime Law

Art. 3(2): Threats or blackmail (up to 1
year/SAR 500,000).

Art. 6(3): Pornographic material (up to 5
years/SAR 3 million).

Art. 8(3): Luring or exploiting minors (at least
half the maximum prison term and fine).

Anti-Harassment Law (2018)

Art. 1: Defines harassment through modern
technology.

Art. 6(2)(a): Child victim (up to 5 years/SAR
300,000).

Privacy Anti-Cyber Crime Law

(2007)

Art. 3(1): Unauthorized data interception (up
to 1 year/SAR 500,000).

Art. 3(4): Camera-based privacy invasion (up
to 1 year/SAR 500,000).

Art. 5(1): Leakage or redistribution of private
data (up to 4 years/SAR 3 million).

Art. 6(1): Digital material infringing privacy
(up to 5 years/SAR 3 million).

Personal Data Protection Law
(2021)

Art. 5: Consent for processing.

Art. 10: Collection and purpose limitations.

Art. 11: Lawful and minimum-necessary
collection.

Art. 15: Restrictions on data disclosure.

Enforcement Mechanisms for Digital Child Protection

This section addresses RQ2 by examining the enforcement mechanisms that support the
implementation of the legal framework for child protection against digital abuse in Saudi Arabia.
Table 2 presents the enforcement mechanisms, legal/ institutional basis, and the purpose served.
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Article 22 of the Child Protection Law (2014) requires anyone aware of child abuse/ neglect to
report it. It also requires the authorities to facilitate the reporting of child abuse, especially by
children (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 2014). Article 23 of the Child Protection Law (2014) contains
provisions for investigating child abuse cases, prosecution by the competent authorities, and
criminal penalties through court action (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 2014). MHRSD helpline
number 1919 serves as a formal reporting channel for receiving child abuse cases and their referral
to competent authorities (Ministry of Human Resources and Social Development, 2026). Article
22 of the Executive Regulations (2023) contains provisions for receiving, assessing, referring, and
handling child abuse reports (Ministry of Human Resources and Social Development, 2023). The
subsections under Article 22 depict provisions as: 22(7) deals with receiving and assessing reports;
22(8) deals with referring reports to the social protection units; 22(16) deals with assessment of
the seriousness of child abuse cases and handling them; and 22(17) to 22(19) deal with protection,
counselling, treatment, and rehabilitation of child abuse cases. NFSP child helpline number 116111
provides advice, support, and referral to relevant authorities for children who are victims of abuse
(such as digital abuse) (Saudi Press Agency, 2022).

Table 2. Enforcement Mechanisms for Digital Child Protection in Saudi Arabia

Enforcement Mechanism Basis Purpose
Abuse Reporting Duty Child Protection | Requires reporting of child abuse by
Law (2014), Art. 22 | anyone aware; facilitates reporting by
children
Investigation and | Child Protection | Requires investigation of violations,
Prosecution Law (2014), Art. 23 | prosecution, and criminal penalties.
MHRSD Reporting | Helpline 1919 Receives abuse reports, assesses cases,
Channel and refers them to relevant authorities.
Handling of Reports Executive Provides procedures for receiving,
Regulations (2023) | assessing, referring, and handling child
abuse reports.
NFSP Child Helpline Helpline 116111 Provides children with advice, support,
and referral to relevant authorities.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This research investigated the extant legal protection framework in Saudi Arabia to protect children
from digital abuse (psychological, sexual, and privacy) (RQ1). The research also examined the
enforcement mechanisms in Saudi Arabia that support the implementation of the legal framework
for child protection against digital abuse (RQ2). To systematically address the research questions,
the study employed a doctrinal legal approach (Hutchinson & Duncan, 2012; McConville & Chui,
2017) and examined Saudi laws, regulations, and related enforcement mechanisms for the
protection of children.
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To answer RQ1, the legal framework examined in the study includes the Child Protection Law
(2014), Executive Regulations (2023) under the Child Protection Law, the Anti-Cyber Crime Law
(2007), the Anti-Harassment Law (2018), and the Personal Data Protection Law (2021). These
laws and regulations collectively endeavor to protect children from digital abuse (psychological,
sexual, and privacy). Specifically, the Child Protection Law (2014), its Executive Regulations
(2023), and the Anti-Cyber Crime Law (2007) contain provisions to protect children from digital
psychological abuse. The Child Protection Law (2014), its Executive Regulations (2023), the Anti-
Cyber Crime Law (2007), and the Anti-Harassment Law (2018) contain provisions to protect
children from digital sexual abuse. The Anti-Cyber Crime Law (2007) and the Personal Data
Protection Law (2021) collectively endeavor to protect children from digital privacy abuse. These
laws and regulations contain both protective and penal provisions (including fines and
imprisonment) to prevent the digital abuse of children in Saudi Arabia.

To answer RQ2, the enforcement mechanisms examined in the study include the Child Protection
Law (2014), Executive Regulations (2023) under the Child Protection Law, MHRSD helpline
1919, and NFSP child helpline 116111. Collectively, these legal and institutional enforcement
mechanisms help in the reporting, investigation, prosecution, case handling, and supporting
victims of digital child abuse.

The study shows that Saudi Arabia has a comprehensive legal framework (rather than a single law)
that endeavors to protect children against digital abuse. This legal and institutional framework
consists of laws, regulations, and helplines to protect children. The framework also seeks to punish
violators through fines and/or imprisonment to enforce criminal accountability. Thus, the
framework contains provisions that address two important dimensions: prevention/protection and
legal/criminal accountability. Furthermore, the framework covers various forms of digital child
abuse in Saudi Arabia, such as psychological, sexual, and privacy abuse. The laws, regulations,
and enforcement mechanisms under the Saudi legal framework complement each other in
addressing digital child abuse. Together, they provide a multi-layered legal and institutional
response in Saudi Arabia for protecting children from abuse in the digital world. This study ofters
practical implications by consolidating various legal and institutional mechanisms, which can help
policymakers, child-protection authorities, and relevant stakeholders better understand and apply
the mechanisms for preventing, reporting, and addressing digital child abuse in Saudi Arabia.

This research is limited to a doctrinal legal examination of relevant Saudi laws, regulations, and
institutional mechanisms dealing with digital child abuse (psychological, sexual, and privacy).
Future research can empirically examine the effectiveness of these Saudi legal and institutional
mechanisms in real-world settings. Future research can also assess the efficacy of the legal and
institutional mechanisms by examining real-world cases and experiences of victims of digital child
abuse in Saudi Arabia. In addition, future research can assess how the Saudi legal protection and
enforcement framework for digital child abuse compares with those of other nations.
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